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Since the June Department Convention, it has been a busy and productive quarter. In addition to the demands of civilian employment during a busy summer season, I had the privilege of representing the Department of South Carolina at the National Convention, where our members continued to make their presence felt at the highest levels of the organization.
National Convention Highlights
The Department of South Carolina continues to punch above its weight at the National level. Our members are heavily relied upon by National leadership and currently serve on the following committees:
1. The Marine Corps League Foundation
1. The National Budget Committee
1. The National Bylaws Committee
1. The National Awards Committee
1. The National VSO Committee
This level of representation is a testament to the caliber and dedication of our Department’s membership, and it ensures South Carolina has a seat at the table when national policy and priorities are shaped.
Department turnout and engagement at the National Convention were strong. Members who attended returned home with new ideas, renewed energy, and practical takeaways that will benefit our Department, our Detachments, and our programs in the year ahead. I want to thank everyone who made the trip and represented South Carolina so well.
Leadership Changes
The following leadership transitions were confirmed at the National Convention:
	Position
	Outgoing
	Incoming

	Judge Advocate
	Jim Powell
	Jeremy Washburn

	First Year Trustee
	Jeremy Washburn
	Robert Neal


I want to extend my sincere thanks to Jim Powell for his service as Judge Advocate and to Jeremy Washburn for his continued commitment as he transitions into the First Year Trustee role. Congratulations to Jeremy and Robert on their new positions — I look forward to working closely with both of you.
2028 Department Convention
I’m pleased to report that the location for the 2028 Department Convention has been secured: North Augusta. The Department is looking forward to partnering with Linda and her team to put together a fun, informative, and well-organized convention for our membership. More details on dates, venue logistics, and planning milestones will be shared as they become available.
Looking Ahead
With the convention cycle now complete, the Department’s focus shifts to the core work that sustains our mission going into the next year:
1. Fundraising — building the resources needed to support Department programs and initiatives
1. Recruiting — growing our membership and strengthening our Detachments
1. Retention — keeping current members engaged, informed, and connected to the Department
I look forward to working hand-in-hand with the Sr. Vice and Jr. Vice Commandants as they lead their respective programs in these areas, and I’m confident that with the same energy and turnout we saw at the National Convention, the Department of South Carolina will have a strong year ahead.
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