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April/may 2022 

Department Officers 

Commandant      Helen Breen                        

hbreen1.mcl@gmail.com          (843) 532-8387 
  
Sr Vice Commandant             Buddy Ferguson  
Sr_vice@mcleague.org  (864) 221-7701 
 
Jr. Vice Commandant    Frank Faulkner 
jr_vice@mcleaguesc.org           (910) 995-5967            
                                  
Judge Advocate      Claude Davis, III 
Judge_advocate@mcleaguesc.org    (808-722-6247 

                                                  
Jr Past Commandant      Jim Stone 
jimsn4@yahoo.com  (864)324-3501 
 

Adjutant                  Deborah Stone 
adjutant@mcleaguesc.org (864)  518-6518                                           
 

Paymaster                       Jerry Holt    
jerryholt813@gmail.com (973) 897-9251  
 

Chaplain    Jeremiah Palmer 
jeremiahepalmer32@gmail.com (864) 231-9290  
 

Sgt-at-Arms    Kevin Patton 
Kevin.patton78@yahoo.com (843) 696-2267  
 

Marine for Life  Keith Martin 
kmartin@palmettomarines.org  (803) 360-7991 
 
Web Sergeant   Jim Breen 
jbreen.mcl@gmail.com (843) 557-9793 
 

Worthy Pack Leader  Jim Stone 
jimsn4@yahoo.com  (864) 324-3501 
 
Worthy Past Pack Leader Jim Hill 
usmc1969@gmail.com              (803-448-5417 
 
                            
See pg  21 for more. 
For more information visit mcleaguesc.org. 

Editor & Publisher   Deborah Stone (864) 518-6518  

deborahstone2017@gmail.com 
NOTE: Please submit items in jpeg or png. 

 

From the Editor, 

 

At the Convention , the Board of Trustees decided 
to do the newsletter every other month due to the 
lack of participation from Officers and Committee 
Chairs. 

 

Still send in anything you wish to share. 

 

If you are a newly elected or appointed Department 
Officer, please send me a headshot with your Dept. 
cover on. 

 

I also want to share that I am the Department adju-
tant now. I have a separate email for that, and it is 
listed to the left. When elections come around again, 
I will be reminding everyone that we are going to 
use the new email for the ROI’s. 

 

One last thing, Congratulations to the new Depart-
ment Officers.  Let’s give all our support to them so 
we can have a successful year. 

 

Semper Fi, 

Deborah 

mailto:jeremiahepalmer32@gmail.com
mailto:jeremiahepalmer32@gmail.com
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Department Commandant 

Helen Breen  commandant@mcleaguesc.org 

   Well, we’ve finished another convention and I hope everyone had a good time!  Thanks  

to the Grand Strand Detachment #873 for being our hosts in beautiful Myrtle Beach for the weekend.  I have  

to admit  I am kind of a “Convention Junkie”, I love traveling, I love seeing familiar friends and meeting new 

ones!  Even though I am always worn out afterward, it’s in the best way possible! 

 

One of my favorite things about Convention is the banquet, where we get to hear a motivating guest speaker,  

which we had in spades with MGen. Michael Regner, and  we get to recognize some of our Department’s  

amazing members!  Congratulations to our Marine of the Year Jim Hill, Associate of the Year Norma Frelin,  

and Pack Dog of the Year Dan Hoffman! It has truly been an honor as your Sr. Vice to recognize some amaz 

ing MCL members the last 2 years! 

 

I am truly honored to have been elected to serve as the 18th Commandant of the Department of South Carolina! 

 I swore when I joined the League in 2014 that I would never seek office, I was just going to be a “red hat”  

member forever, yet here I am!  I can credit that to some amazing mentors in the League who have supported  

me and given me guidance. I would  not be here without any of them and without all of YOU!  I am excited to  

do some great things this coming year!  I look forward to traveling across the state this year and visiting with  

more members! 

 

Remember that the officers of our Department work for YOU!  Put us to work!  If you have events that you  

need a hand at or just want an officer to attend, let us know! 

 

Semper Fi, 

Helen Breen 

Department Commandant 
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 Dept. Sr. Vice Commandant 

Buddy Ferguson buddyf22 @gmail.com 

As we begin a new year with some new Detachment Officers, please be                            

sure that your Installation Report is submitted with correct contact information for all 

Officers to the Department Adjutant.  Just like the Corps, the ability to communicate infor-

mation so that it reaches each member is essential to keeping everyone involved and have 

a successful Department. When something is sent out, forward it to all your Detachment 

members. Receiving it twice is much better than not at all. Deborah Stone is now the De-

partment Adjutant. If every Detachment Officer will review the latest Recall Roster and 

send her correct updated information for any of your Detachment Officers it will be a 

great help. The members of Grand Strand Detachment 873 led by Commandant Chris Wil-

liams did a great job hosting this year’s convention. Thanks to all involved in putting on 

our convention. Congratulations to our new Commandant Helen Breen, Junior Vice Com-

mandant Frank Faulkner and Judge Advocate Claude Davis III on their elections. Working 

together with the additional staff, Commandant Breen has appointed, we have a good 

team to lead our Department in the coming year. I can not adequately express my grati-

tude for the honor of being elected Senior Vice Commandant. I am humbled by the trust 

you have placed in me and I will do everything within my ability to help our Department 

to grow and improve.  

Semper Fi,  

Buddy Ferguson  
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Jr. Vice Commandant 

Frank Faulkner jr_vice@mcleaguesc.org  

  I look forward to serving as your Junior Vice Commandant, and offering oppo-

  rtunities for  programs, organization development, and advocacy within our  

  Department.  By the next convention our “20, 20, 20” plan to increase member-

ship, convert members in good standing to Life members, and reduce unpaid fees will have 

been obtained.  It’s going to take all hands on deck to accomplish these goals. 

     Recruiting and Retention is a challenge; however, the proven methods of both are all 

about communication, you don’t go or stay where you are not welcome.  There are a few 

things in life you get a second chance at and first impression is not one of them.  Constant 

communication is critical in recruiting and retaining members to let them know they matter.  

If a member is not at the meeting; call, text, email, or stop by their house.  If they are unable 

to attend a meeting, offer them the opportunity for online meetings. 

     Our goal this year will be a focus on our recruiting plans and how to guide.  The Wel-

come aboard pamphlets for new members were passed out during our convention. I cannot 

emphasize enough, just Imagine belonging to an organization and having only a vague idea 

of its goals, programs, history or traditions.  Would you feel like you belonged? Would you 

be motivated and committed to help them reach its goals!? Of course not! You would most 

likely be wondering why you joined.  This pamphlet is intended to help orientate new mem-

bers and act as a Guide for orientation.  It will also explain the “What’s in it for me?”   

     Did you know Marine Corps League Members can use Veterans Holiday!  Armed Forces 

Vacation Club (AFVC) www.vacationsholidays.com.  It is a vacation planner that offer dis-

counts from 5-35%, for poplar destinations around the world.  Look at the National website 

for more details about the benefits our league has to offer.  

     Embrace the tribe and assign recruiting teams in your Detachment, and market the MCL 

as a place to find help; Toys for Tots, Funeral/Color guard Details, and being an essential 

part of the community.  Partner with the local Marine recruiters and reserve prior service re-

cruiters in your area to further drive the recruiting mission. 

     If you have any questions or new ideas that’s working for your Detachment; please share 

so we all succeed.  “Teamwork divides the task and multiples the success”. 

http://www.vacationsholidays.com
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  Greetings I am Claude Davis and I am honored to          

 serve as your Judge Advocate for the coming year. My major task     

for this year is to update our by-Laws to reflect modifications previ-   

ously approved. If you have recommendations for additional updates  

please ensure they are submitted via your Detachment Commandants 

for processing. 

Dept. Judge Advocate 

Claude Davis, III judge_advocate@mcleaguesc.org  

South Carolina Young Marines’ Report 

The 3 Units are staying busy with events and community service projects. Our 4th unit in Ai-

ken SC is just coming on board; their first new recruit class is scheduled for April 30th.  

Upstate just completed their 2022 new recruit class with 11 new Young Marines.  

Parris Island YMs have a new Unit Commander and they’re getting back to holding their 

regular meetings on the base. 

Electric City YMs are doing well; they just started recruiting for their new class. 

Since October 2021, the 3 units have a total of 1,315 community service hours. 

Please continue to support the program, the YMs are always available for color guard and 

other events.  Thanks again for your continuing support.  

 
James Roberts, Jr. 
Sgt.Maj. USMC (ret) 
808-454-3565           

 

Young Marines 

James Roberts trainingyoungmarines@ymail.com 
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 Dept. Paymaster 

Jerry Holt jerryholt813@gmail.com 
    Paymasters -  I am still receiving Transmittal forms for the purpose of add-

    ing or  updating member addresses.  While the COAO / COAN transmittal 

codes are still valid for Change of Address Old and Change of Address New, you should stop using the 

transmittal for these changes and begin using the new process with the Database Portal.   

If you’re not familiar with this new procedure, visit the Member Library to view the steps.  In the 
Member Library, under Training, look for the 101_Detachment Database Procedures.  (There is also a 
video tutorial located next to this file.  It will give a more detailed overview of the procedure).  To get 
to the Member Library, go to www.mclnational.org, scroll down and select Member Library.  No user 
name is required to get into the Library, but you will need a password.  The password is the same for 
all users.  If you don’t have it, ask your Detachment Commandant, or contact me at jerry-
holt813@gmail.com. 
Using this database, you can add, or change, a member’s address, phone number or email address.  A 

great feature of this process is that the changes are reflected in the database and on your roster with-

in a day.  In order to access a member’s record to make the change, you’ll need the member’s Profile 

Number, which you can find on the current member roster. 

You won’t be able to change a member’s name in the database.  If the name on the roster is mis-

spelled, send me an email indicating both the incorrect spelling (as shown on the roster), and the cor-

rect spelling.  (Be sure to include the member’s profile number).  I can submit those changes, but they 

are subject to review by the National staff before they will become effective. 

We have all recognized the need for improvements in our member data management and reports.  

Granting access and the ability to update member data at the Detachment level is one of the first 

steps.  We currently no longer need to wait until the end of the Quarter to receive a new member 

roster.  A roster report can now be generated on demand by the Department Paymaster when re-

quested by the Detachment.  Hopefully, in the near future Detachment Paymasters will be able to run 

their own roster reports when needed.  In the meantime, let’s get accustomed to accessing the data-

base and performing these simple updates. 

Department Raffle:  The drawing for the Department Raffle was held at the Convention on April 23.  

The lucky winners were:  Nick Russell (1st prize of $1,000); Will Sherwood (2nd prize of $500); Julie Har-

per (3rd prize of $250). 

In total, we sold 1,245 tickets.  The Detachments received a collective profit $2,490.  After the costs 

for printing, postage and prizes, the Department had a net profit of $1,795.09.  Thanks to all those 

who sold (and bought) tickets. 

 

http://www.mclnational.org
mailto:jerryholt813@gmail.com
mailto:jerryholt813@gmail.com
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 Past Dept. Commandant 

Jim Stone jimsn4@yahoo.com 

 

Hello and Semper Fi. 

These past few weeks have been extremely busy and educational for me. 

At Modern Day Marine, I met a number of Marine Officers and had many conversations 

about both active duty and Marine Corps League. We discussed leadership with the Past 

National Commandant, Dennis Tobin and the 59th Chief Devil Dog, Tom Hazlett, as well 

as a few Generals, both and active and retired. This will be reflected in the training manual 

I am working on for the Department. 

I am also working on updating the ByLaws for the Department and will be working with 

Department Judge Advocate, Claude Davis, III to have it ready prior to September 17th 

Quarterly. 

I have had a number of discussions a great many people, including the National Judge   

Advocate, Phil Zamora about Detachments who have Officers who do not follow the By-

laws and Administrative Procedures. We discussed everything from suspending the Char-

ter of Detachments whose Officers do not follow the Bylaws and AP to suspending voting 

rights of those Detachments. We have found that the punishments are legal, but we will 

decide how we, the Department, will do this. 

Detachment Commandants, you need to read and follow the Bylaws and AP. You are   

REQUIRED to attend three (3) Quarterly meetings and the Department Convention every 

year, or to send a representative (preferable an elected Officer) to these events. This is 

where much of the business of the Department is conducted and should be passed on to 

your members. You should never forget you were elected by your members to represent 

them. 

Don’t forget the Quarterly meeting on June 18 in Columbia at the American Legion. See 

you there! 

Semper Fi, 

Jim 
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USMC HISTORY 

Ship Store by Doc Wilson   803-466-7249 

usmcdocwilsonhm2@yahoo.com 

If you are looking for anything, please contact me.    Female covers in stock 

now! 

6 January 1971  The AV-8A Harrier makes its debut for the Marine Corps 

 

16 February    The Staff NCO Academy is opened at Quantico 

 

9 July    The 1st reunion of the WWII Navajo Code Talkers is held in AZ 

 

11 October   General Lewis B. “Chesty “ Puller dies at the 

    age of 73. 

 

31 December   General Robert E. Cushman becomes th 25th 

    Commandant of the Marine  Corps. 

 

 

 

 

 

* info gathered from USMC A Complete History,  by Marine Corps Association, published by Hugh Lauter 

Levin Assoc., Inc. (C) 2002 
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 Detachment roll call 

DETACHMENT #803 Low Country 

                                 Det. 803 held their Installation in April. 

DETACHMENT #1105 Owens Kennmore 

Above. Sgt. Major Bob Burns ran the 

Detachment elections. Far right. 

Brad Rustin brings the Detachment’s 

Ship Store to make sure members 

can get items they need. 

Thom Wood brings his 

Key board and plays the 

Marine Hymn and other 

music during chow. 
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DETACHMENT #1106 Upstate Marines  

Aspen Dental is offering FREE…yes FREE dental care on June 11th.  
This is a nationwide offering. Please disseminate to your networks. 
  
Day of Service 2022 
“On June 11, 2022, hundreds of Aspen Dental practices across the country open their doors exclusively to vet-
erans and provide dental care at no cost. If you are or know a veteran or military family in need of dental care, 
call to book your free appointment at a participating location near you. For additional Day of Service re-
sources, please visit HHS.gov or US Dental Service.” 
  
For more information check out this link: https://www.aspendental.com/about/healthy-mouth-movement 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aspendental.com%2Fabout%2Fhealthy-mouth-movement&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel.wrightsman%40scdva.sc.gov%7Ce2d2663cb3f245172dd008da2e966314%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C0%7C0%7C637873520712
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 DETACHMENT #1134 Hutchings-Caldwell 

On April 12, 2022, the newly elected officers for the detachment were sworn in: 

                  Commandant                   Chuck Davis 
   Sr. Vice Comdt.  Rick Renna 
   Jr. Vice Comdt.  Gary Swistak 
   Judge Advocate  DeGrant Stevenson, III 
   Chaplain   Dale Fox 
   Adjutant/Paymaster Mildred Davis 
   Sgt-at-Arms   Mike Owensby 
   Web Sgt   Felice Vigil 
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 DETACHMENT #1141 Speedy Wilson 

Detachment 1141 held its monthly meeting Thursday 10 March at 123 Gibson Road Lexington Sc. We wel-
comed a new member  Britania Johnson. Ernest Matzinger presented the group with a check from his 
fundraising efforts.  Beulah Scott was named Marine of the Year. 
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Department Convention 2022  

Hospitality Suite 

Big Thanks goes to Brigid 

Gore and her staff for 

managing the Hospitality 

Suite 
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Awards 

Left. Jim Stone presented his Elected staff with 

Board of Trustees Award.  Below. Commandant 

presented the Appointed staff with the Distin-

guished Service Award. 

Above. Last year’s recipient, Dan Hoffman pre-

sented this year’s Dept. Marine of the Year to Jim 

Hill. 

Chris Williams was awarded the Distinguished Service  

Award for his work on the Convention. 

Above. Lynn Cortright and Deborah Stone present 

the Associate of the Year , Norma Frelin. She was 

not in attendance, but her Cmdt. Claude Davis the III 

accepted on her behalf. 

Right. Jr. Vice Chief Devil, Pdd Jeff Jones, presented 

Buddy Ferguson with Chief Devil Dog Individual 

Commendation Award. 
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Banquet 

Major General Mike Regner was the Guest 

Speaker.  It is always great to hear him speak. 

Maj Gen Regner asked that Chris Williams find another 

way to honor him than a plague or other trinket. Veterans 

Welcome Resource Center’s Director, Scott Dulebom, 

was presented a check for the amount of $500 from the 

Department.  

Det. 1105 also gave an additional $100.00. They have 2 

acres where they plan to build a Tiny home neighbor-

hood. 25 have been approved and the 1st 10 will begin 

construction with a few weeks. 

Above.  New Cmdt Helen Breen with 2 of the 3 win-

ners of the Raffle. Julie Haper- $250, Will Sherwood, 

$500 and not in attendance , Nick Russell- $1,000. 

Above.  New Cmdt Helen Breen with 2 of the 3 win-

ners of the Raffle. Julie Haper- $250, Will Sherwood, 

$500 and not in attendance , Nick Russell- $1,000. 

Above.  Cmdt Helen Breen closes the Convention until 

next year in Charleston.  Left.  Past Commandant , and 

New Commandant, with Maj. Gen. Regner and his 

wife, Mary. 
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 SC Pack Leader 

Jim Stone jimsn4@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

 

Pack Dog of the 

Year, Dan Hoffman, 

presented by Pack 

Leader Jim Hill. 
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Around the Southeast div. 

 

The Se Division Conference was held in Baton Rouge, 

LA.  (L) Commandant Jim Stone, Sr Vice  Helen Breen 

and Det 829 Cmdt. Dan Hoffman.  Below,  Southeast 

Div. NV President, Lynn Cortright held a Paint Party for 

the ladies.  Bottom. (L-R) NVC of Se Div., Jerry Holt, 

Chief Devil Dog, Tom Hazlett, John Tharp, Mike Cor-

tright, Helen Breen, Jim Stone and Dan Hoffman. 
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Please visit our Department website mcleaguesc.org for the Application, and other information needed to 

apply for this scholarship. 
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2022 national convention 

Visit  mclnational.org to find the Link for the Local Convention Committee Website for more 

August 15th—19th 

Hilton Daytona Beach 

Oceanfront Hotel 

100 North Atlantic Avenue 

Daytona Beach 

 

Hotel available 8/11-8/20/22 

Room Rates: 142.88/night (taxes included) 

Parking: $21.30 per night (taxes included) 

 

1800-774-1500/1-386-254-8200 

Code: MCL22 

https://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/S/SPIASDT-MCL-20210809/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
https://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/S/SPIASDT-MCL-20210809/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
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 National & Dept. Officers 

National Commandant  Johnny Baker   jbaker@mcleague.org 

Natl Sr Vice Commandant  Warren Griffin  wgriffin@mcleague.org 

Natl Jr Vice Commandant  TJ Morgan                                  tjmorgan@mcleague.org 

National Judge Advocate  Phil Zamora   pzamora@mcleague.org 

Natl  Jr Past Commandant  Dennis Tobin   dtobin@mcleague.org 

National Uniform   Craig Reeling 

National Young Marines  Bill Davis   natdirector@aol.com 

Natl Vice Comm SE Division  Jerry Holt   jerryholt813@gmail.com 

Asst Ntl. Vice Cmdt, Se Division Ronnie Broussard  MCL-Acadiana@outlook.com   

SE Div. Aide-de-Camp                           Jim Stone                             jimisin4u@gmail.com 

JROTC Coordinator   John Marcucci  jrmarcucci@aol.com 

Protocol Officer   Bob Burns   difrompi@aol.com 

Veterans Affairs   Carl “Doc” Wilson  usmcdoc@yahoo.com 

Boy Scouts    Don Barton   donandannebarton@gmail.com 

VAVS Officer    Linda Roach   e9roach@hotmail.com 

Americanism    Cherri Sterling  csterling1212@hotmail.com 

Historian    Frank Faulkner  Faulkf@aol.com 

Web Sergeant    Jim Breen   jbreen.mcl@gmail.com 

Chief of Staff    Jim Powell   usmc80@comcast.net 

Toys for Tots    Tim Callahan   callahan.timothy@yahoo.com 

Young Marines Coordinator  James Roberts  hardcharger49@yahoo.com 

Marine for Life Program  Kevin Patton   Kevin.patton78@gmail.com  

Wounded Warrior   Butch Raynes   rr0047@sccoast.net 

Awards Committee Chair  Frank Faulkner  jr_vice@mcleaguesc.org  

Newsletter Chair   John & Cathy Stump  jcstump@hargray.net 

 

For a complete list of National Officers visit:  mclnational.org 

For a complete list of Department Officers visit: mcleaguesc.org 
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June  18, 2022   Quarterly Meeting  at 1000 

    American Legion #6 at 200 Pickens St/Columbia 

    Coffee and donuts served at 0900 

    Growl to follow 

    A limited number of meals will be available for purchase. 

 

August 15-19, 2022  National Convention 

    100 North Atlantic Avenue 

    Daytona, Fl 

     

September 17, 2022  Quarterly Meeting  at 1000 

    American Legion #6 at 200 Pickens St/Columbia 

    Coffee and donuts served at 0900 

    Growl to follow 

    A limited number of meals will be available for purchase. 

 

January 21, 2023  Quarterly Meeting  at 1000 

    American Legion #6 at 200 Pickens St/Columbia 

    Coffee and donuts served at 0900 

    Growl to follow 

    A limited number of meals will be available for purchase. 

 

April 15, 2023   Quarterly Meeting  at 1000 

    American Legion #6 at 200 Pickens St/Columbia 

    Coffee and donuts served at 0900 

    Growl to follow 

    A limited number of meals will be available for purchase. 

 

 

August 2023   100th National Convention 

    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

    TBA 

          

Dates to remember 


